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Monthly Theme                                                                      
[image: image3.wmf]Winter is over – hopefully!- So the theme for most of the month of April will be ‘Spring’ and ‘Farm.’ As you will know by now we continue to encourage the children to notice and describe changes in their environment – they may have seen daffodils growing in their gardens at home or in green areas in the town.  Some children have noticed that Spring flowers are growing in our planters in the playground. The children will be doing observational paintings and drawings of Spring flowers, so if you have cherry blossoms, tulips, daffodils or branches with buds on them in your garden, please bring them in for the children to see, and encourage your child to notice changes in your garden or the environment as you travel to school. We will also focus on our special story ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’. 
Language Development

[image: image4.wmf]There will be lots of discussion about the parts of flowers; bulb, seed, shoot, stem, bud, petal, leaf and flower. We will also talk about farm animals, the names of their young, where young animals come from and how they change as they grow.  We will focus especially on the Life Cycle of the Frog and Butterfly. The children will learn about these things through stories, lotto games, factual clips and internet searches. Later in the topic we will also have our own class caterpillars which will (hopefully) grow into beautiful Painted Lady butterflies.  Why not go to the library and find some books connected to this topic to share with your child or search for them on the internet. Creggan Library has had a refurbishment, why not go and have a wee nosey!! Be sure to let us know what you find!
Songs and Rhymes

Spring is the time when the magic comes

Old MacDonald

Baa Baa Black Sheep




Five green Bottles

I went to visit a farm one day



Five little Speckled frogs

Flowers grow like this




Cows in the Kitchen

This little Piggy





To Market

If I had a Donkey





Jack and the Beanstalk Rhyme
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Environmental Science



Children need to ‘do’ and ‘see’ in order to understand therefore we will be planting Broad beans and Kidney beans so that the children can see the ‘roots’ growing clearly. We will also use factual books and stories to reinforce the concept of growth.  If you are doing any planting at home please let your child help – they learn so much from these activities and will be very sensible if you explain what you want them to do! 
Language Activity Packs
We will continue to provide activity packs for your child to take home that focus on language development.  This is another way in which you can really get involved with your child’s learning. The children who DON’T have the Special Story will get activities in their library bags for you to help them with. Don’t forget to read your Language Letter also so you can get the most out of the Special Story when your child gets it.

GRtL Happy Healthy Kids

[image: image6.wmf]Our Breakfast Rota and will continue until the end of the year. Each class needs one parent each day to help children with breakfast and clear it away.  The children do most of this themselves now but they LOVE having mammy or daddy in school. The time commitment would be 8.45 -10.00am approximately. Grandparents are welcome too! If you are interested ask your child’s teacher to explain how it all works or sign up on the calendar outside of each room. In previous years parents really enjoyed the opportunity to see what goes on in the nursery on a normal day. 
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Getting Ready to Learn
Getting Ready to Learn have created a new section of their website which is packed full of fun activities, resources and documents to help parents engage in home learning with their child. To access the site you will need to go to https://www.gettingreadytolearn.co.uk/portal/login/ and select the ‘Create an Account’ tab. You then need to fill in your details and use the code P401HkeQ890 to access. 

We hope to offer some workshops over the coming months which aim to support you in helping your child’s development at home.

Eco Schools and Forest Schools

We are continuing to evolve our Green Flag status. We continue to recycle, teaching children about looking after the environment and how to be healthy through the daily mile. We have participated in ‘Litter Picks’ on our school grounds and have been joined by Gareth Lamrock from Eco-Schools NI for one of them. We are also moving toward Silver Status in the Woodland Trust Green Tree schools award- we will visit Gransha Park during this month. We will also visit a working farm to find out about how the farmer looks after the animals, where milk comes from and hopefully, see some baby animals!.
Woodland Wednesday
Our weekly all day outdoor sessions will continue as we enter the better weather. The children will be helping to plant and maintain our flowers and vegetables as well as enjoying themed activities. We never cease to be amazed by how much they enjoy the outdoors and how much dinner they eat after a full morning of fresh air!
Nursery School of Sanctuary

We have continued our work as a Nursery School of Sanctuary by responding to the needs of all the families in our school. This includes working with families who are new to the area, families who find themselves under pressure due to having children with additional needs and families who are facing financial difficulties.
We have also purchased some new garden furniture to extend our ‘Garden of Sanctuary’ and hope to begin some planting early in the new term.

World Down Syndrome Day

We thank you for support our ‘Odd Socks’ Day on the 21st March. We raised £56 which we will top up to £100 and donate to the Foyle Down Syndrome Trust. 
Parent Governor

The reconstitution of the Board of Governors for the school is currently underway. This means that we look for volunteers from our parent body who will represent families interests on our board. The role is a really important part of the everyday running of the school and allows you to have your say. The term of the job is four years and involves attending approximately three meetings per year.

If you would be interested in this role please speak to Mrs Woods as soon as possible. Thanks.

Dates for your diary
We will hold our Annual Sport’s Day on Friday May 17th. Please keep this day free as children must be accompanied by an adult in order to attend. More information will be provided be provided at the beginning of May.
The school will be closed on Friday 3rd, Monday 6th and Tuesday 7th for the Bank Holiday in May.

Birthdays This Month
        Grace Campbell




       Malachi Holmes-Farrell
                                                        Ajay Bradley
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